    
 (Welcome/ Benvenuto/ Bien ati) ** St. Josephs Parish      East Wall – North Strand  3rd and 4th January 2026 (Venit/ Witami/ Sveiki) 
Mass Times: Saturday 6.30pm, Sunday 10.30am, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday at10am. REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER: RCM 20016166
Rev. John Ennis   Tel:  086 3027430
Email:john_ennis26@hotmail.com               
Parish Sister: Sr. Helen Mac Evilly DC 
Deacon: Rev. Paul Kelly  
Parish Office; Mass Cards and Baptism Certs Available 9.30am to 11.30am 
Email: stjosephsparish1941@gmail.com ewnsstjosephs@gmail.com
Web: www.stjosephschurcheastwall.ie
Baptisms: By arrangement. 
 Application Forms may be collected from the Parish Office.
Confession :  By arrangement. 
Mass Bookings: Please book masses by calling into the Parish Office
When booking by phone or any other query (Tel: 01 8560980)
Please leave a clear message with your phone number. Please repeat slowly and your call will be returned.
Also, please remember Thursday is the last day of the week for a name to be added to the diary for an anniversary, birthday Rem. Mass, should you wish to have the name included at the weekend Mass and newsletter.
WEBCAM
Please note that we have a webcam installed in the church and in the oratory.  To access – please use the following link
https://www.mcn.live/Camera/st-josephs-church-east-wall

Weekly Services/ Intentions
Second Sunday after Christmas
Saturday:     6.30pm
Sunday: 	10.30am
John Flynn -31st Anniversary
.PLEASE NOTE MASS TIMES. 
 Monday: 	Mass 10.00 am
John Flynn – 31st Anniversary
Followed by the Miraculous Medal Novena.
Tuesday :   	Mass 10.00 a.m
The Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord
People of the Parish
Wednesday 	Mass 10.00 a.m.
Thursday : 	Mass 10.00a.m
Mass Association List.for the Intentions of the Living and those who  have died.
Friday:	Mass 10.00a.m


First Friday
If you (or a neighbour) would like a call to receive Holy Communion on the First Friday, please let us know.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



Prayer for World Peace
Please join us for  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for half an hour after                        10 o’clock  Mass on Tuesdays.   It is vital that we pray for peace in these troubled times, especially in Ukraine, Gaza and those countries in Africa beset by war.

The Epiphany of Our Lord.
The feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord will be celebrated on the 6th January 2025. Epiphany means manifestation. What the Church celebrates is the manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; after being made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem He is revealed to the Magi who have come from the East to adore Him. Christian tradition has ever seen in the Magi the first fruits of the Gentiles; they lead in their wake all the peoples of the earth, and thus the Epiphany is an affirmation of universal salvation. 

2026 - A New Year
On behalf of Fr. John, Deacon Paul, Sister Helen and the Parish Pastoral Council,  
we wish you and your families
every blessing and a peaceful New Year

Gospel Reflection
John the evangelist presents Jesus not merely as a historical figure but as the eternal Word, present at creation and at one with God. John had lived with that Word and reclined on his breast at the last supper. This changed John’s life. Reflect on what it means to orient your entire life – your thoughts, priorities, and worship – around this eternal, divine Christ, rather than just temporary things.
The Gospel passage states that light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. Honestly consider the ‘darkness’ in my own life and world. How can I actively turn towards this true light of Christ for guidance, hope and moral clarity, trusting it can never be extinguished? Are prayer and sacraments important to me?
John notes that Christ came to his own, but his own did not receive him.  Am I really actively receiving Christ through faith and obedience, or are there areas where I resist his authority and grace in my life?
Jesus alone had made God known, full of grace and truth. We are called not just to admire these qualities of grace and truth but to embody them in our own way of living. How can I extend Christ-like grace and mercy to others while also holding fast to his truth in a world that often separates the two? 
Please take this newsletter with you as some of your family or neighbours might like to read it. 
